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CHAMBER 

Bendigo Electorate: Community Radio 
Mrs Irwin 

ABC NewsRadio in Bendigo 
Thank you for your letters dated 29 October 2008 and 26 
November 2008 concerning petitions from the residents of 
Central Victoria which have been lodged with the Standing 
Committee on Petitions in relation to the proposed introduc-
tion of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s (ABC) 
NewsRadio service to Bendigo. 

The Australian Government confirmed in the 2008-09 
Budget that funding is to be made available for the ABC to 
rollout Stage 3 of the NewsRadio extensions. This is the final 
stage of the proposal to provide the NewsRadio service to 
transmission areas with a population of 10 000 or more. 

The Australian Communications and Media Authority 
(ACMA) is responsible for the planning and regulation of 
broadcasting services, and it has concluded that there are a 
number of areas under Stage 3, including Bendigo, where 
suitable high power radio spectrum is not available, unless 
changes are made to existing spectrum allocations. 

ACMA has accordingly proposed variations to the existing 
Bendigo Licence Area Plan (LAP) which would involve 
changes to the broadcasting arrangements for three commu-
nity radio stations which currently operate under Temporary 
Community Broadcasting Licences: Goldfields Community 
Radio Co-Operative which operates as Fresh FM, Phoenix 
FM and Central Victorian Gospel Radio. 

These would require Fresh FM and Phoenix FM, which cur-
rently use the 89.5 MHz frequency on a share time basis, 
moving to share a lower power frequency on 101.5 MHz 
with Central Victorian Gospel Radio. The new ABC News-
Radio service could then be transmitted on the 89.5 MHz 
high power frequency. 

This proposal is consistent with the general planning princi-
ples for these services, under which the national broadcasters 
are allocated spectrum for high power, wide coverage ser-
vices where possible, and community broadcasters’ spectrum 
for low-medium power services. 

The proposed LAP variation would enable the three commu-
nity broadcasters to continue operating on their existing 
Temporary Community Broadcasting Licences, until the 
process to allocate a permanent community broadcasting 
licence can commence. 

ACMA recently completed a community consultation proc-
ess in relation to the proposed LAP variations. This process 
is provided so that all views can be considered before a final 
decision is made on the allocation of spectrum for particular 
radio services. 

I am aware that there is support in some sections of the 
Bendigo community for the retention of the 89.5 MHz fre-
quency for community radio purposes but it should also be 
recognised that the three community services are operating 
on temporary licences, with no guarantee of tenure and that 
broadcasting spectrum for Bendigo radio services is scarce. 

I would also note that the Government considers that the 
extension of the ABC’s NewsRadio service to large centres 
such as Bendigo is important and that it will be welcomed by 
many in the community. The scarcity of suitable broadcast-
ing spectrum in this region means that not all of the commu-
nity radio services may be able to be accommodated. 

The timing of a decision on the proposed changes to the 
Bendigo Licence Area Plan is a matter for ACMA. 

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. I hope 
this information assists the Committee in its consideration of 
this matter. 

from the Minister for Broadband, Communications 
and the Digital Economy, Senator Conroy, to two 
petitions presented on 22 September and 20 October 
2008 by Mrs Irwin (from 4,020 citizens) 

Hunting 
Mrs Irwin 

Thank you for your letter of 29 October 2008 seeking my 
response to a petition submitted to the Standing Committee 
on Petitions regarding hunting as a conservation tool. 

The petition claims that the International Union for the Con-
servation of Nature (World Conservation Union or IUCN) 
promotes hunting as a powerful conservation tool. The IUCN 
is a global environmental network made up of government 
and non-government organisations. Although not all member 
organisations would be supportive of promoting hunting, the 
IUCN recognises that, where appropriate and adequately 
regulated, hunting can be a useful conservation tool. The 
IUCN has passed resolutions that state that hunting can be-
compatible with conservation and can provide an economic 
incentive for the conservation of natural areas. 

The state and territory governments have primary responsi-
bility for managing wildlife including waterfowl harvesting. 
Queensland, New South Wales, Western Australia and the 
Australian Capital Territory have banned duck hunting. The 
Australian Government becomes involved when the speci-
men is being exported, the activity occurs on Commonwealth 
land, or where there is a significant impact on matters of 
national environmental significance. In the case of waterfowl 
harvesting, the relevant matters of national environmental 
significance include: declared Ramsar wetlands, listed 
threatened species and communities and listed migratory 
species. 

The Australian Government supports sustainable use of wild-
life where the activity is adequately regulated to ensure that 
the harvest is ecologically sustainable, does not have a det-
rimental impact either on the harvested species or their eco-
systems, is conducted in a humane manner and is compatible 
with other management objectives for the relevant area. 

I am unable to comment on the economic value of hunting to 
the rural community. However, I appreciate that some rural 
and Indigenous communities benefit from the commercial 
harvesting of species such as kangaroos and crocodiles. 
Some Indigenous communities also benefit from traditional 
hunting of native species for consumption by their own 
community. 

from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and the Arts, Mr Garrett, to a petition presented on 
14 October 2008 by Mr Hawker (from 1,805 citizens) 

Philippines: Social Security Agreement 
Mrs Irwin 

Thank you for your letter of 29 October 2008 about a peti-
tion submitted to the Committee about a social security 
agreement between Australia and the Philippines. 


